From the OPNAVINST 5100.12G:  “A brightly colored outer upper garment during the day and a reflective upper garment during the night.  The outer upper garment shall be clearly visible and not covered.  Military uniforms do not meet these criteria.”

There appears that there are some people who wish to split hairs when it comes to the definition of what is a BRIGHT UPPER GARMENT for use DURING THE DAY – meaning during daylight hours!.  The following is promulgated in hopes of removing any doubt.

The intent of the term “BRIGHT” as used in the OPNAVINST 5100.12G, is defined as the following:

Brightly colored outer garment shall be colors as shown below.
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Brightly colored outer garment shall be colors as shown below.
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Any color that is INSIDE the black circles in this diagram is considered BRIGHT
The closer you can get fo a color in the middle of this diagram, the hetter and less
chance of you heing stopped for having unacceptable PPE.

BLACK, ‘dark’ colors and most shades of GRAY are NOT considered BRIGHT
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Any color that is INSIDE the black circles in this diagram is considered BRIGHT

The closer you can get to a color in the middle of this diagram, the better and less chance of you being stopped for having unacceptable PPE.

BLACK, ‘dark’ colors and most shades of GRAY are NOT considered BRIGHT

Additionally, the OPNAVINST 5100.12G states that this upper garment will be VISIBLE – this means that nothing can be placed on top of it – thus the word UPPER and the word VISIBLE.  Therefore, backpacks cannot be worn on top of the outer garment, unless the backpack itself is of a bright color.

The least confusing of all is if you were to wear a brightly colored, reflective vest OVER everything else you have on.  There would be no question about that!  Keep in mind, that if you plan on visiting Yokota Air Base, they require a LIME GREEN or ORANGE REFLECTIVE VEST – you so might just consider getting one of those.
