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Safety Corner: Machine Guarding

In just about every workplace, we have machines that are designed to help us do our jobs more efficiently.  If machinery is properly designed and maintained and you are properly trained in its use, we usually won’t have any problems, other than normal wear and tear, with our machines.

Machines can crush hands, arms or whole bodies; they can sever fingers or produce blindness.  

Safeguards are used to protect against the actions noted in the previous paragraph.  Safeguards are divided into five general classifications.

· Guards – fixed, interlocked, adjustable or self-adjusting

· Devices – presence sensing, pullback, restraint or safety controls

· Location/Distance

· Potential feeding and ejection methods to improve operator safety

· Miscellaneous Aids – awareness barriers, protective shields and hand-feeding tools.

To be more effective, safeguards must do the following to protect workers from mechanical hazards:

· Prevent contact with dangerous moving parts

· Be made of durable material that will withstand the conditions of normal use and be firmly attached to the machine.

· Protect from falling objects that could fall into moving parts and become a projectile when ejected.

· Create no new hazards

· Create no interference

· Allow safe lubrication.

Just like seat belts in a car, machine safeguards need to be in place and properly used if they are to serve their purpose.  If you remove a guard for any reason or see a piece of unguarded machinery, do not use it until the guard has been reinstalled.

